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man who.won't die.for. something |
t to live.
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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STORY BY
By Spc. Karla P. Elliot
11th Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR,
Kirkuk, lraq 7 As the security situation in
Iraq continues to improve, the number of
infrastructure  projects  around  Kirkuk
Province are on the rise.

On Jan. 12, local village leaders, Sons of
Irag members, the school head master,
teachers and future students, along with U.S.
Forces, celebrated one of them - the grand
opening of a new elementary school in
Atshiyana village.

Overall, the ceremony was a great
success according to Hawijah council
representative  Amar Ali Al Hamdany.
A Wi t haosehool, how can you educate
your s béd &sked. i Wenow have 240
students who can look forward to a better
future because of thiss ¢ h o lelcgntihued.
Throughout the day of the ceremony, Sons
of Irag members distributed goods for the
school and children. They passed out more
than 400 pencils, 75 notebooks and 100 T-
shirts.

U.S. Army Civil Affairs Soldiers joined the
locals in the celebration. Having followed the
project for more than three months, one
Soldier expressed his joy for the newly
opened school.

fi | Gbeea checking on the progress of
this project since Oct o b eaid, &pc.
Christopher Loflin, with Detachment 1, B Co.,
490th Civil Affairs Battalion. A | &lad to
finally see that the children now have a place
to learn and grow in an Iragi community.o
In the past two months, the province of
Kirkuk has celebrated the opening of four
brand new schools and renovated three
others.

This school construction, a project under
the Iragi Co mma n d Emefgency Relief
Program, is part of many efforts to come for
rebuilding and expanding the education
system all around the area.

Although there are many school projects
taking place around the province, this school

TheMayoof Atshiyan¥illagecutstheribborto officiallppena newlyconstructeschooln Kirkuk
ProvincdragJan 12 (US. NavyphotdyPettyOfficeBndClasBriarL. Shor)

is unique in the region because of where it
was built.

fi T hsehool lies on the fault line between
two sub-di st r isadt slst oLt. John
Flanagan, platoon leader with D Company,
1st Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment, attached
to 3rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division. i S @ was good to see
Hawijah council members working well with
the Multaka Sons of Iraq to open this
s ¢ h o @dntinded Flanagan, a native of
Harrisburg, Pa.

A total of nine schools, a combination of
new construction and renovation projects,
are slated to open in the next few months.

A membeofthe Sonsof Iraghandsoutcookieso
childrenduringa ceremonyfficiallyopeningthe
newschooln thevillageof AtshiyandragJan 12
(US. NavyphotdoyPettyOfficeBnd ClasBrian..
Shor)
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21 Locals‘Reconcile in:Hawijah Cit)

STORY and PHOTOS BY
By Spc. Karla P. Elliot
11th Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR,
Kirkuk, lIraqg i The morning was cool and
crisp, yet full of hope for local nationals
dwelling in the city of Hawijah and its
surrounding villages. On this day, some
would have the opportunity to clear their
f a mi damedfrom the Iraqgi Security Forces
and Coalition Forces sought-after list.

The lragi Army and lIraqgi Police, in
conjunction with their Coalition Force
counterparts, conducted a reconciliation at
Forward Operating Base McHenry, in Kirkuk
province on December 13, 2008.

fi T h eeconciliation process is where
Iragis, who have committed insurgent attacks
in the past either against coalition forces or
Iragis, come in and reconcile by swearing

allegiance to the Government of | r a spid O

Capt. Chad Cunningham, the officer-in-
charge of the fires and effects cell, 1st
Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment, attached to
the 3rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division and Task Force Lightning.

After the initial reconciliation, applicants
go through a 90-day probation period.
Subsequently, government officials, Iraqi
Army, Iragi Police and their Coalition Force
counterparts meet and decide whether or not
the applicants are reconcilable, and able to
be employed by the Iraqi government.

The reconciliation program has been
around before the 1st Bn., 67th Armor Regt.
began assisting ISF with security in the area,
and it has benefited the locals in many ways.

fi T hpeogram is beneficial because i t
getting insurgents off the streets legitimately

and we d o nhdve to go out and gett h e m,

Cunningham said, as he supervised his
Soldiers during the entire process.

Of the 21 locals who reconciled that day,
13 were brought in by Shaykh Razzaq, the
Sidera Village Sons of Iraq leader.

Hussein Abraheim Hamnd, who was
accused of housing terrorists, said that he
came to reconcile because he takes a great
interest in rebuilding Iraq and its democracy
and to rid the area of terrorism.

fi C o miintogthe reconciliation will help

me clear my name and my f a mi hagné s

from the wanted list and help build Iraq for
the new f ut ur egiddo Hamnd.

P

A local national gets his picture taken with his name as coalition forces, with their Iraqi
counterparts,start a profile on him during a reconciliationthat was held at FOBMcHenry,in
Kirkukprovince,lrag,on Dec 13, 2008 Duringthe processeachlocalwill be underprobationfor
90daysbefore beingfully consideredreconcilablefor the Governmeniof Irag.

Another applicant, Abed Nijres Abdulla,
did not know how he got on the list but he
also came to clear his name and prove to the
Iragi government that he is faithful.

fi T hoaly thing | can think of that | did
wrong was grow a b e ar de goked.

fi Ithank everybody who is here, the
coalition forces and the Iraqi security forces,
for their cooperation in bringing us here for
the reconcil ihet i continued.
S All of the locals who reconciled that day
were treated with respect and trust.
0 f Ithe past, we have had a small number
that reconciled and did go back to doing
insurgent attacks, but until they do so, we
consider them s i n ¢ eQurmingham said.

Reconciliations are done often with the
goal of getting rid of terrorism in the cities
and their surrounding areas. It also appears
to bring out the best in the locals and give
them a reason to work together.

fi [ Ev diketthese] show a great deal
about the local ¢ o mmu n iCtngingldam
said. i T h e yudingearound and are willing
to help us in order to enforce security in their
areas.o

THIS WEEK IN
TROPIC LIGHTNING HISTORY

1943 =WWiIl

Tropic Lightning Soldiers were engaged in
some of the bitterest fighting of the Pacific
campaign, participating in the seizure of
Kokumbona and the reduction of the
Mount Austen Pocket.

1945 + Wwil

The division, having recentl- the
San Fabian area of Luzon, entered the
struggle for the liberation of the
Philippines, an action that would have
Tropic Lighting Soldiers in continuous
combat for 165 days.

1951 + Korean War

25" |D Soldiers were involved in combat
operations which resulted in the recapture
of Inchon and Kimpo Air Base.

1966 + Vietnam War

Infantryman of 3 Brigade had just
completed a deployment to the Northwest
sector of South Vietnam, establishing a
fortified enclave from which the division
would operate.
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